Date: 24/01/2007 9:50:45 AM

To: Valerie@kia.ca
Subject: KIA Commercial

 

To Whom it May Concern:

 

I would like to take this opportunity to voice my displeasure with your advertisement for the Kia Spectra.  Although I am presently retired, for several years I worked for the Hamilton Police Department and one of the reasons I ended up leaving was the overwhelming issue of sexual abuse towards women and children.  It is much more rampant than people really realize and it doesn't help when one uses sexist issues to sell cars.

 

When I first viewed the commercial I thought it was a (not very funny) joke.  I really expected a different conclusion to the commercial.  Not that a police officer (female or male) would indulge in sexual activity while on the job as a way to promote the sale of your vehicles.  A lot of police women are in the front line when it comes to dealing in a caring fashion with the victims of sexual crimes and to portray a female police officer as being so shallow really does offend one's sense of decency. I'm not saying that all police officers are perfect, I just think it was in very poor taste to use this scenario as an advertising gimmick.  Police Departments all over the world have a very difficult time as it is to maintain the respect of the public without denouncing the profession in such a cavalier fashion on prime-time television.  It not only trashes women officers but also the law enforcement profession in general.

 

I am sure that your car is special, however, I am sure you can find other ways of promoting it's features rather than the demeaning manner your company has chosen.

 

I am sure that everyone in the general public is already aware of this commercial and its significance (even although it is barely subtle) but I hope you will consider pulling this ad because it really is presented in bad taste.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Chris Woodrow

